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Penn State Scranton
• 13 Baccalaureate Degrees
• 4 Associates Degrees
• Approx. 1,000 Students
• 60 Faculty Members



In The Beginning...
Inspiration for Collaboration



Inception of Digital Storytelling
• Started with CAS 100 

Honors
• Collaboration with expert 

colleagues
• Plan implementation for 

class lectures and 
research

• Final grading and 
Research Fair



Radio in the 1920’s
CAS 100H student project



Historical Field
Topics and Focus



Picking a Decade
• The first part of the project was to decide upon a decade that the 

students would then pick their topics from
• After a decade was finalized, next process was to produce a long list of 

different subjects
• Having a wide range of topics was key, since it allowed the students to 

pick a topic based upon their interests
• Once these were produced, they would be given to the students to pick 

from

• This then enabled the next step of the project, presenting on them





Focus helps with Research
• Since this was a Speech course, and not a History course, short 

presentations would be needed to give some context to each topic 
chosen

• This helped to also demonstrate that these were large broad ranging 
topics, that had many facets and angles

• What the students needed to do overall was then learn and read about 
their topic and focus on a specific aspect of it

• In a few minutes they would not be able to say anything of substance on 
broad ranging topics, focus was the key to not only the video but also 
the research



Intermission
Q & A Break



Information Literacy 
Instruction

Exploration and Depth  



Student Learning Outcomes
CAS 100A

• To examine the history and 
nature of information access

• To discover resources useful 
for topic selection

• To strategically explore 
digital reference collections 
for factual information

• To identify relevant pieces of 
scholarly literature from 
database searching

Honors Option

• To specify a research topic by 
narrowing down from a general 
research interest

• To locate pertinent primary 
sources

• To identify relevant pieces of 
scholarly literature from 
database searching



The Lesson Plan “Sage on the Stage”
• Database demonstration of 

digital reference, primary 
source, & secondary source 
collections

• Guided discussion on 
differentiating source types

“Guide on the Side”
• Active learning originally 

conceived of as a jigsaw activity
• Challenging timeframe of one-

shot instruction
• Resulted in partial jigsaw



Crowdsourcing a Reference List

A. Reference Source
Credo Reference

B. Primary Source
American Decades: 
Primary Sources

C. Secondary Source #1
America: History & Life

D. Secondary Source #2
PSUL Catalog

Within Project Teams...



Course Guide
• Created for later 

iterations
• More resources following 

instruction
• Curated decade 

specific resources
• Pathfinder to guide 

deeper research
• Reinforce learning of 

source differences



Technical Guidance
Technique and Expression



Multimedia Project Planning

Carla R. Seward
Media Commons Consultant, 
Eastern Campuses
Penn State Teaching & Learning with Technology



And in the End...
Moving Forward



The Pill
CAS 250 student project



Instructional Design Reflection

• What did we learn?
• What works well?
• What needs improvement?
• Where do we go from here?
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