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Project Background



◼ R2 Carnegie Classification 

◼ Historically STEM

◼ Co-educational since 1971

◼ Siloed structure

◼ No shared experience

Background 



◼ Initially intended for first-year students

◼ Beyond the “rah-rah” history

◼ Critical examination of their chosen university

Background 



Course Design Process



In this course, you will learn about key points in Lehigh’s history and scholarship, and 
examine how Lehigh’s trajectory as an educational and research institution has shaped what 
it has become today, and where it is heading in the future. Additionally, you will use your 
understanding of these historical perspectives to consider your own Lehigh experience. 
Some of the questions this course will pose are: How would you define Lehigh’s 
academic/scholarly culture? What does being a part of this culture mean to you? How will 
you contribute to Lehigh’s intellectual legacy? Your final project will become part of a digital 
time capsule in the form of a WordPress website.

Throughout our exploration of these and other questions, you will engage in different 
information-seeking and critical thinking activities that will help you develop the skills 
necessary to succeed academically at Lehigh and personally and professionally in your 
post-Lehigh life. 

Overall course theme



◼ Moodle - course administration

◼ WordPress - the course readings

◼ LibWizard - quizzes and tutorials

◼ University archives

◼ Student contributions to “digital time capsule”

Course text: a “living” OER



Course Design

July
2017

Established course 
focus and title

  

August 
2017

Divided course into six 
units

  

September 
2017

Developed lesson 
plans for each unit

    

October 
2017

Created course content for 
each lesson plan



◼ Six course units

Course Design: Scaffolding



◼ Lesson plans
▪ Summary
▪ Learning outcomes
▪ Instructional content
▪ Assessments

◼ Quiz keys
◼ Final project rubrics

Course Design: Documentation



Unit 3: Lehigh’s Curricular History

In this unit, students will use archival and current catalogs to examine how Lehigh’s course offerings have 
changed over time, and how those changes represent shifts in higher education and/or individual fields of study. 
Using contemporary popular resources from both sides of the debate about the value of a liberal arts education, 
they will reflect on how they might approach creating a curriculum for a Lehigh freshman.  

They will also learn the differences between popular, trade, and scholarly resources by looking at examples on 
the topic of liberal arts across these three different source types, and find and annotate a scholarly article on 
some aspect of the subject that interests them.

Course Design: Example



Unit 3: Lehigh’s Curricular History

Learning Outcomes
Students will be able to:
● Articulate the differences in purpose and use of popular, trade, and scholarly 

resources
● Create an annotated citation

Course Design: Example



Unit 3: Lehigh’s Curricular History

Course Design: Example



Unit 3: Lehigh’s Curricular History

Course Design: Example



Unit 3: Lehigh’s Curricular History

Course Design: Example



Unit 3: Lehigh’s Curricular History

Course Design: Example

from  LinkedIn



Unit 3: Lehigh’s Curricular History

Course Design: Example

from Inside Higher Ed



Unit 3: Lehigh’s Curricular History

Course Design: Example

From The Journal of General Education



Unit 3: Lehigh’s Curricular History

Course Design: Example

https://vimeo.com/221424570




Unit 3: Lehigh’s Curricular History

Browse Lehigh’s course catalogs from a year from 1990 and earlier and then compare what 
you see to the course catalog for your fall semester. What are key differences you note? 
What do the differences in course offerings tell you about how college curriculum have 
evolved? Additionally, how did you see that evolution at work in the Rooting our Voices 
documentary?

Course Design: Example



Unit 3: Lehigh’s Curricular History

Find two articles from the past 5 years  with opposing viewpoints on the value of 
a liberal arts education and annotate them. Using your annotations, write about 
your own perspective on liberal arts education: Do you feel it’s valuable? Why or 
why not?

Course Design: Example



Share in the chat: 

What elements of your institution’s history could be 
used to teach an information literacy concept?

Questions?



Course Revisions



Faculty  Feedback

◼ Suggest tweaks to course content as needed
◼ Refine discussion board activities
◼ Rubrics for every writing assignment

Feedback & Revisions



Student survey data

Feedback & Revisions

Feedback Revision

TOO MUCH WORK for credit load

More interactivity

More history, not as much IL

Helpful in learning library resources

Due dates weren’t conducive to paced 
learning



Student survey data

Feedback & Revisions

Feedback Revision

TOO MUCH WORK for credit load Decrease in assignments

More interactivity Advocacy for in-person element

More history, less IL 🤷🏾♀

Helpful in learning library resources 😎

Due dates weren’t conducive to paced 
learning

Staggered due dates throughout the unit



Librarian observations

◼ Some confusion with basic IL concepts like trade vs 
scholarly sources, or news types.

◼ Students often wanted in-person time to discuss their 
final projects. 

◼ ...Some things are just difficult to explain 
asynchronously.

Feedback & Revisions



Administrators added a regular classroom 
time, opening the door for:

◼ Logistics!

◼ Reinforcing concepts

◼ Collaborative learning

Online, Offline, and Back Again



◼ Logistics!
▪ Format shifts

▪ Assignment explanations 

▪ Face-to-face meetings 

Online, Offline, and Back Again



◼ Reinforcing concepts 

Online, Offline, and Back Again



◼ Collaborative learning

Online, Offline, and Back Again



Student Final Projects



A Digital Time Capsule:

What would a Lehigh 
student 25, or even 50 
years from now need to 
look at and know to 
understand the 
experience of a Lehigh 
student in 2020?

Including 

Student Projects

◼ Digital object
◼ Metadata template
◼ Synopsis
◼ Bibliography 



Lehigh University 
Academic 
Resources

Student 
Project:

“We were the strongest in our high schools and 
many of us do not want to look vulnerable, 
therefore, we do not seek help. In the article, 
“Pushed to the Limit: The Extremes of Stress 
Management,” from Lehigh’s Brown and White it 
states, “Lehigh’s competitive culture fosters a 
stigma attached to asking for academic help.” [...] 
The academic resources offered on campus 
helped me on this academic transition that I was 
having a great amount of difficulty with and 
through this final project I wanted to show my 
appreciation for the resources that helped me get 
back on track.”



“My Experience 
as a Low-Income 
Student at Lehigh 
University”

Student 
Project:



Women’s Sports 
at Lehigh 
University

Student 
Project



Information 
literacy memes 

Extra Credit:



Conclusions



◼ Shifting self-directed online content to in-person

◼ Expanding existing collaboration with University 
Archives 

◼ Scaling up course offerings with additional instructors

◼ Open Pedagogy - re-incorporating student work as 
texts

Opportunities for Growth



Administrative

◼ Partners in administration and 
curriculum

◼ Format and delivery

DIY IL IRL: Considerations



Content

◼ Learning outcomes

◼ Tools

◼ Existing digital objects or open 
educational resources from your 
institution  

DIY IL IRL: Considerations
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◼ With the move to online instruction due to COVID-19, 
is there an opportunity to insert this type of class into 
the curriculum?

Discussion Questions


