
Your Research Process
Think about a time when you had to research something for work 
or a personal project.
● What was your approach to the research process?
● Did you follow steps? 
Map out the research process you personally follow from the 
moment you start to think about your project to the time you 
finish the final project.
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Our Project
Research Question: What do first-year students think about 
when they think about research?
Methods: qualitative, inductive thematic analysis
Data Set: research process maps from first-semester, first-year 
students (N=44)



Our Population
LIB 150: Introduction to 
Undergraduate Research 
(N = 21)
Student athletes representing 
various majors

LIB 151: Research Skills for 
Beginning Researchers 
(N = 23)
Honors students representing 
various majors
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Discussion
1. What differences do you see between your research process 

and the processes outlined by the students?

2. How will these differences inform your approach to the 
classroom and information literacy instruction?



Implications for Practice

For us it may look like…

● More time for topic development
● Prompting students to think about sources they’ve found 
● Use students knowledge of the writing process to discuss 

“drafting” their research



Future Plans
● Continue to collect research process maps
● Continue with thematic analysis of maps
● Write up findings in an article



Questions?
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