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Agenda

◎ Institutional context
◎ History of the workshop and 

rationale
◎ Links to the Framework
◎ Design of the workshop
◎ Activities

◉ Text Encoding 
◉ Voyant

◎ Next steps
◎ Questions
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Institutional Context

◎ Research intensive university
◎ 34 000 students /                 

8000 graduate students
◎ Medical and law schools
◎ System of branch libraries 

including Humanities and Social 
Sciences

◎ MyResearch workshop series
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History of the Workshop

◎ First iteration in Winter 2018
◎ 1 hour session
◎ Focus on secondary and 

citation literature searching
◎ Zotero was integrated in the 

workshop
◎ Recurring questions: when to 

stop searching? and how to 
structure the literature review?
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“"It is expected that someone earning a 
doctorate has a thorough and 
sophisticated understanding of an area 
of research and scholarship[...] If their 
dissertation literature reviews are any 
indication, many of these now-doctors 
know bits and pieces of a disorganized 
topic" (Boote & Beile, 2005, p.3).
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The Lit. on Lit. Reviews

● Writing a good literature review: 
○ requires students to engage in all levels 

of Bloom’s taxonomy of cognitive 
complexity

○ is the product of extensive preparation 
before writing even begins

○ is a learned skill, that does not come 
naturally to most students
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Sources: Boot & Beile (2005); Cook & Murowchick (2014), Lubke, Britt, Paulus, & 
Atkins (2017), O’Clair (2012)
 



The Lit. on Lit. Reviews

● In preparing a literature review, students:
○ often lack sophisticated reading and 

writing skills
○ seek and acquire information in a 

random fashion
○ face challenges in reading, analyzing, 

organizing, and storing resources 
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Sources: Boot & Beile (2005); Cook & Murowchick (2014), Lubke, Britt, Paulus, & 
Atkins (2017), O’Clair (2012)
 



Knowledge practices
Transfer knowledge of 
capabilities and constraints 
to new types of information 
products. 

Develop, in their own 
creation process, an 
understanding that their 
choices impact the 
purposes for which the 
information product will be 
used and the message it 
conveys.

Information Creation as    
a Process

Dispositions
Value the process of 
matching an information 
need with an appropriate 
product.

Understand that different 
methods of information 
dissemination with different 
purposes are available for 
their use.

9



Knowledge practices
Critically evaluate 
contributions made by 
others in participatory 
information environments. 

Summarize the changes in 
scholarly perspective over 
time on a particular topic 
within a specific discipline.

Scholarship as 
Conversation

Dispositions
Recognize they are often 
entering into an ongoing 
scholarly conversation and 
not a finished conversation.

Suspend judgement on the 
value of a particular piece of 
scholarship until the larger 
context for the scholarly 
conversation is better 
understood.
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Literature Review 
Workshop: An Overview

◎ Types of Literature Reviews
◎ Topic Selection & Search Strategy
◎ Finding and Evaluating Information
◎ Structure of the Literature Review
◎ Discovering New Themes
◎ Taking Notes & Writing
◎ Citations and Bibliography
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8
Workshops

Graduate students
Were the primary audience

62
Participants
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Our Workshop: Types of 
Literature Reviews
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Our Workshop: Evaluating 
Information
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Our Workshop: Structure 
of the Literature Reviews
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It’s your turn!

Try the text encoding activity!
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Text Encoding Activity

◎ You were given a section of a 
literature review.

◎ Identify all the different authors 
in this excerpt.

◎ Annotate the citations to show 
the different authors/texts 
referred to.
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Results
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Voyant

◎ Text analysis software
◎ Open source
◎ Easy to use / no account 

needed
◎ Identify recurring 

themes and topics
◎ Creates graphs and 

word clouds
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20(Hinduja & Patchin, 2008)



21(Hinduja & Patchin, 2010)



Next Steps
REB approval

Request approval 
from the research 
ethics board to 
administer a pre 
and post test 
during the 
workshop. 
(In-process)

Pre and post test

Skill-based 
questions and 
self-evaluation of 
knowledge

Awareness of 
digital humanities 
tools and their 
uses

Article

Evaluation of the 
use of digital 
humanities tools 
in creating 
literature reviews

Will include 
practical 
implications
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Thanks!

Any questions?
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