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Best Practices for Creating 
Inclusive Teaching Spaces

ACRL Framework and Critical Pedagogy

❏ Adopt a learner-centered teaching 
philosophy

❏ Eliminate the front of the classroom
❏ Less lecture, more group activities
❏ Encourage students to help lead activities 

and share their experiences and expertise
❏ Use examples that highlight 

underrepresented voices or topics
❏ Allow space for all students’ voices
❏ Listen!

Authority is constructed & contextual
Have students evaluate a source’s author, publication, and 
content for authority, accuracy, and bias

Information creation as a process
Discuss how the peer review process privileges certain 
viewpoints, and how popular sources can be legitimate 
sources for information on subjects not studied in academia

Information has value
Introduce students to open access sources; discuss the 
political and socioeconomic forces that affect access to 
information

Research as inquiry
Empower students to see themselves as researchers; 
support them when they face challenges in research, and 
encourage them to pursue new avenues of inquiry when 
they hit a dead end

Scholarship as conversation
Demonstrate how to search for multiple perspectives on an 
issue using sites like Opposing Viewpoints; have students 
brainstorm multiple stakeholders for their research topic

Searching as strategic exploration
Once students have selected a research topic, have them 
brainstorm who might be writing about that topic and 
where to access their work

What is Critical Librarianship? Tips for Strengthening Your 
Teaching Practice

Want to learn more? Scan the QR code below 
or visit lindsaytinge.wordpress.com for a 
reading list and links to online sources

❏ Peer observation
❏ Rapid reflection
❏  Journaling
❏ Community of praxis: talk to colleagues 

(at your institution or virtually)
❏ Assessment 
❏ Evidence-based practice: keep up on the 

latest literature, read how others have 
implemented critical pedagogy

“It places librarianship within a critical 
theorist framework that is epistemological, 

self-reflective, and activist in nature...Critical 
librarianship seeks to be transformative, 
empowering, and a direct challenge to 

power and privilege.”
Kenny Garcia, “Keeping Up With…Critical Librarianship,” 

ACRL, June 2015. 


