
"Dreadful Riot in New York"
Article for First Sample Learning Activity

“Dreadful Riot in New  York.” The Bedford Gazette. (Bedford, Pa.), July 17, 
1863. Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers. Lib. of Congress. 
<http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn82005159/1863-07-17/ed-1/seq-2/>
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"One of the most deplorable..."
Article for Second Sample Learning Activity

Semi-weekly Standard. (Raleigh, N.C.), 13 April 1861. Chronicling America: 
Historic American Newspapers. Lib. of Congress. <http://
chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045450/1861-04-13/ed-1/seq-3/>
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Excerpt from the Library of Congress Description of the  
Semi-weekly Standard newspaper  

for Third Sample Learning Activity* 
 
 
“Under Holden's careful stewardship, the once struggling Standard became the most 
influential Democratic paper in the North Carolina. Subscriptions nearly doubled during 
Holden's first two years as editor. Holden made several improvements to the paper, 
including installing a steam-powered press, one of the first in the state, which he 
nicknamed "Little Giant" in honor of Stephen A. Douglas, an Illinois senator. Holden 
emphatically supported states' rights and the growing secession movement. However, 
with the threat of real disunion looming by 1860, he began working to prevent North 
Carolina from breaking with the Union. His editorials reflect his evolving political 
ideology. 
 
Although Holden had reluctantly thrown his support behind secession, by the summer of 
1863, he publicly called for peace talks in the Standard's columns. Holden's editorials 
spoke plainly of Federal gains across the South and the inadequacies of the Confederate 
government. The Confederate command blamed Holden and the Standard for dissent 
and desertion. Soldiers broke into and ransacked in the paper's offices in September 1863. 
Only the intervention of Governor Zebulon Vance convinced the soldiers to return to 
camp and leave the equipment undamaged.” 
 
 
* Description from the Library of Congress Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers. 
"About the Semi-weekly standard. (Raleigh, NC)." 
<http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045450/> 
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