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Objectives
 Critically examine the ways to provide students with information via a handout.
 Create hybrid handouts/worksheets in order to provide the most critical information
and learning activities.

Discussion Topics
1. What information do you find most useful on handouts when you are in a workshop or
conference session? Are you providing students with the same things you like? If not, what
could you do differently?
2. Examine the University of Houston-Clear Lake Example Handout. What would you have
done differently?
3. How can handouts complement LibGuides, online videos, and mobile technology?
Handout Section Examples









Search tips
Database comparison charts
Links to mobile websites and subject specific search
Fill-in charts
Fill-in-the-blank instructions
Ice breaker games
Search screenshots
Search terms activity
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Handout Brainstorming Activity
For each scenario, discuss the most important information for students to take away from the
instruction session, and brainstorm various ways to present this information using a handout.
As you begin brainstorming, consider:
What are your learning objectives for the session?
How can the information be represented on a handout?
Is there a way to present the information differently than you have done in the past?
How can the handout be used during the session?
What would be helpful for students to refer to after the session?

Scenario 1: Freshman orientation session, required 45-minute session during summer
orientation.
Scenario 2: Freshman composition class, the assignment is to write a 5-page research
paper on a topic related to their major using the preferred citation style of their major
and scholarly journal articles.
Scenario 3: New faculty orientation, an hour-long session to introduce new faculty to
library resources and services.
Scenario 4: Undergraduate business class, assignments throughout the semester will
require students to find information about various companies, including SWOT
analyses, annual reports, SEC filings, and recent news articles.
Scenario 5: Undergraduate history class, the assignment is to write a research paper on
a topic related to America’s involvement in World War II using a mix of primary and
secondary sources.
Scenario 6: Doctoral students in educational leadership/educational administration,
over half have been out of school for 10 years, will be writing a dissertation.
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