Outlining the Argumentative Research Paper

Overview*
I. Introduction (10%) – at least 1 source

II. Support (80%) – 6 sources for support position &

     at least 1 source of the opposing view

III. Conclusion (10%) – may include additional sources

*2 sources are to come from the course texts
(HTWT and THiNK)


Breakdown
I. Introduction – (These subheadings may be used in any order or combination; 

      you need not use them all.)

   a. Background and history (provide a brief overview) 
   b. Statement of problem – (present both sides or positions)

   c. Definition of unusual terms – (parenthetical or sentence)  
   d. Summary of opposing view – (specific or overview)

   e. Position statement – (also know as thesis or claim; this is the side you support). 

II. Support for Position

    a. First major point (These subheadings may be used in any order or combination; 

    you need not use them all.)
       1. Fact(s)

       2. Statistic(s)

       3. Example(s)

       4. Opposing view (briefly explain opposing point)   
     b. Second major point

         etc.

     c. Third major point

         etc.

     d. Any additional major points

III. Conclusion (These subheadings may be used in any order or combination; 

 

    you need not use them all.) 

      a. Logical results – therefore or because statements

      b. Implications

      c. Predictions

      d. Recommendations
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