"Wow-I Can Touch That?" 
Using Special Collections to Expand Information Literacy
LOEX Annual Conference 2010
Your Turn: Planning Primary Source Information Literacy Sessions 
· What collections does your institution have that would lend themselves to this kind of instruction?

· What information literacy concepts would you like to address through primary sources?

· What courses are most likely to benefit from direct experience with primary sources?

· Who are your collaborators?

· Other considerations: list and share during today’s discussion
Sample Questions for Primary Source Information Literacy Sessions
i) What is the item?

ii)  Why would a library keep this item?

iii)  What did you learn from reviewing this source? 

· Examine each item carefully.  

· Can you determine when it was created and who created it?  

· How do you think it was intended to be used and by whom?

· What evidence do you have for your assumptions?

· How might it be used today and what could you learn from it?


More questions found in… 

Stebbins, Leslie.  Student Guide to Research in the Digital Age: How to Locate and Evaluate Information Sources.  Westport, CN: Libraries Unlimited, 2006.
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