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Spring 2009

Instructor: Diane Zwemer

Diane.zwemer@woodbury.edu
(818) 252-5219

Course Description

Information Theory and Practice provides an introduction to the production and dissemination of information and knowledge. Using networked information systems, traditional scholarly resources, and evolving delivery systems, students develop an understanding of concepts underlying the research process, and skills in retrieval and critical evaluation of resources appropriate to university level research. Provides experience in the ethical use and presentation of research results with correct documentation styles, and the application of knowledge and skills to research assigned in other courses. Co-requisite: AW 112 Academic Writing II.
Instructional Processes

This class meets for only 10 sessions. Much of the course content is experienced through in-class activities. Concepts and theories behind information organization, retrieval and use are presented through discussion, media, and instructor feedback on student activities.  Students are expected to build their skills and knowledge repertoire though completing in-class assignments, homework, assigned readings and a team project. Students will learn through a process of 1) practice, 2) feedback, 3) restructure or reformulate, and 4) practice again.
Student Learning OBJECTIVES
By the end of this course you will: 
     Experience the link between curiosity and learning. You will be responsible for your own learning. 

     Identify and analyze the diversity of information in today’s world:  purpose, formats, and credibility.

     Identify and gather the best information on a problem or issue that you are passionate about.

     Assess accurately the information you gather, and learn how to validate and assess credibility. 

     Transfer and apply your new information literacy skills outside and beyond this course.

     Increase your understanding of what plagiarism is and learn to avoid even accidental plagiarism.

     Format accurate citations.

     Enjoy a collegial and collaborative experience with your classmates as you encourage and assist one 
     another throughout the course.

Specific Course Objectives
	How to find and use published periodical literature.
-Students will learn the value of periodical literature to
   our society;
-What are the different types;
-How and why to use different periodical articles;
-How to search effectively for periodical literature
	How to maintain academic honesty

-Students will better understand what is plagiarism;
-Learn to avoid even accidental plagiarism;
-Why academic honesty matters;
-How to format accurate citations.

	How to effectively use Internet information.

-Students will learn when it is appropriate to use
  Internet information;
-When it is not;
-How to evaluate web pages;
-How to construct effective Internet searches
	How to use the Woodbury Library  

-Students will learn what library services are available;
-How to locate library materials;
-Understand how the library is organized;
-Where to get help



Courses Objectives are drawn from ACRL's Information Literacy Competency Standards for Higher Education: http://www.ala.org/ala/acrl/acrlstandards/informationliteracycompetency.htm:
· Determine the extent of information needed 

· Access the needed information effectively and efficiently 

· Evaluate information and its sources critically 

· Incorporate selected information into one’s knowledge base 

· Use information effectively to accomplish a specific purpose 

· Understand the economic, legal, and social issues surrounding the use of information, and access and use information ethically and legally 
Learning Activities and Assignments

In-Class Exercises:
Topics include: periodical literature; topic focus; searching for information; bibliographic citations; plagiarism; and information evaluation. Full details will be given in class on the day of the activity.

Full details, instructions and grading rubrics for the following assignments and projects are in IQ Web.   

Out of Class Readings:

 1. Hensley. Information Literacy and Education; 2. Zukowski. Wanted: Skeptical and Curious Minds; 3. Ryan. Stealing from Themselves; 4. Lipps. Judging Authority; 5. Comics. (See IQ Web: Readings)

Take Home Assignments:
The Woodbury Library and Catalog (See IQ Web: Woodbury Lib & Cat)

Major project:  Annotated Bibliography. (See IQ Web: Ann Bib)

Team presentation:
On what you’ve learned about one of the four Specific Course Objectives. (See IQ Web: Team)

Presentation Evaluations:
Students will assess other teams on their own knowledge of the course objective. (See IQ Web: Presentation Evals)

Evidence of Learning and Assessment
Your final course grade is based on the following components: 

Activity









% of Grade

5 Course Reading Assignments (averaged together)




15%
The student comprehends what being information literate is, and can relate information literacy to their own life.

Woodbury Catalog & Library Assignment





10%
The student knows the physical layout of the library, can search effectively in the Library catalog, 
and can find and use the resources inside the building.

Multiple In-class exercises (averaged together)




10%
The student show potential for growth through a process of practice and feedback. 
Team Presentation








15%
The team shows evidence that they are knowledgeable about their Specific Course Objective and 
can communicate that knowledge effectively. The team successfully works as a team.

3 Presentation Evaluations of your classmates (cumulative)



15%
Each student shows evidence of their own understanding of the Specific Course Objectives by 
assessing and critiquing other Team presentations.
Annotated Bibliography







35% 
The student provides evidence of their ability to find, evaluate and use information to solve a 
problem or answer a research question.                  

Total










100%
Course Calendar  *  Ten Memorable Wednesdays  *   Information Theory & Practice
Subject to change
	WEEK
	CONTENT / ACTIVITIES
	DUE TODAY

	1

Jan 14
	· Course expectations / assignments

· In-class activities

· Present Woodbury Library and catalog


	Your smiling face!
(

	2

Jan 21
	· The Information Cycle
· Established publishing vs. citizen publishing

· Exploring periodical literature

· In-class exercises


	- Reading 1 (Hensley)

- Bring questions on Woodbury Library exercise

	3

Jan 28
	· Search for articles by type: Popular, academic, newspaper

· In-class exercises – Search exercise 1


	- Woodbury Library exercise
- Search exercise 1

	4

Feb 4
	· Identify the research question; brainstorming; asking questions
· Begin search for articles by purpose: To solve a problem – Search exercise 2


	- Reading 2 (Zukowski)

	5

Feb 11
	· Finish searching for articles by purpose

· Writing periodical citations
· In-class exercises

· Team Dynamics / What makes a team successful?


	- Search exercise 2 

- Citation exercise 

	6

Feb 18
	· Academic honesty

· In-class exercises

· Begin forming Teams

	- Reading 3 (Ryan)
- Plagiarism exercise

	7

Feb 25
	· Internet evaluation and credibility
· In-class exercises

· Teams finalized


	- Evaluation exercise

	8

Mar 4
	· Searching the Internet by purpose: To solve a problem; conduct research
· Writing web citations

	- Reading 4 (Lipps)

- Internet search 

	9

Mar 11
	· Complete web citations

· Work on annotated bibliography
· Work on presentations

	- Reading 5 (comics)

- Internet search 
- Web citations 

	Mar 18
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	10

Mar 25
	· Student Presentations
· Evaluations of Presentations


	- Annotated Bibliography
- Presentation evaluations 

	Fini! Course Over!!
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Required Course Readings and Comments

	The Reading


	Where to Find It
	Due Date

	1. Hensley, Randy. “Information Literacy and Education.” In Margit 
          Misangyi Watts, College: We Make the Road by Walking. 
          Upper Saddle River, New Jersey: 2007. 
	Our IQ Web course page
	2nd CLASS

Jan. 21

	2. Zukowski, Angela Ann. “Wanted: Skeptical and Curious Minds.” Momentum, 38.4 (2007): 90-91.  .  Research Library Core. ProQuest.  Woodbury University Library, Burbank.  28 July  2008 <http://www.proquest.com/>.
	Library Web Page

Research Resources

Search ProQuest database
	4th CLASS

Feb. 4

	3.  Ryan, Julie. “Stealing from Themselves.” ASEE Prism 13.5 (2004): 64. WilsonOmni.. Woodbury University Library, Burbank.  1 Aug. 2007 <http://vnweb.hwwilsonweb.com>.
	Library Web Page

Research Resources

Search Wilson Omni database
	6th CLASS

Feb. 18

	4. Lipps, Jere H. "Judging Authority.” The Skeptical Inquirer  1 Jan. 2004: 35-37.  Research Library Core. ProQuest.  Woodbury University Library, Burbank.  1 Aug. 2007  <http://www.proquest.com/>. 
	Library Web Page

Research Resources

Search ProQuest database
	8th CLASS

Mar. 4

	5. Comics compilation. Various authors and sources.
	Class handout
	9th CLASS

Mar. 11




For each reading, answer the following 2 questions:

· Name at least 2 ways the reading relates to this course.

· What is the one most important point from this reading that you feel is worth remembering.

Neatly write your comments on paper with your name and the article title at the top. 

You may also submit your comments by email to diane.zwemer@woodbury.edu
Emailed comments must be received by 9pm the evening BEFORE the due dates listed above. Emailed homework is not officially “turned in” until the student receives an acknowledgement email from the instructor.
“Information Literacy is the laboratory for the creation of the educated student.” (Watts, 2005)
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Watts, Margit Misangyi. “The Place of the Library Versus the Library as Place.” Comp. Betsy Barefoot. Achieving and Sustaining Institutional Excellence for the First Year of College. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 2005. p.348.











