                                                                                                                                    


Teaching Guide: Speech Comm 111/ 112 (Evaluation of Information)
Course Goals: 

Understanding different types of sources of information.

Understanding when a source would be appropriate.

Understanding how to evaluate a source.

Learning Outcomes:

· Students will be able to name the tool to use to find books available at U of L. [2.3.a, 2.3.b]

· Students will be able to pick out keywords from a given topic and be able to revise those keywords if their search results prove insufficient or overwhelming. [2.2.b]

· Students will be able to find items in the catalog if given the author, title, or keywords and locate the item on the shelf using the appropriate call number system. [2.3.a, 2.3.b]

· Students will be able to differentiate between a book and a periodical. [2.3.b, 2.5.c]

· Students will be able to differentiate between a magazine and a scholarly periodical.  [1.2.d]

· Students will know the purpose and components of a Reference Collection. [1.1.c]

· Students will evaluate information with 5 criteria: accuracy, authority, objectivity, currency, and coverage. [1.4.b, 2.4.a, 3.2.a, 3.2.c]

Course Outline:

A. Introduction  (5-10 minutes)

Explain what we will do in class and then describe what they will do in their follow-up assignment and that they will need to use what they learn in class to evaluate the sources they find for their own topic to complete the assignment.  Remind them if they have any questions to ask at the Reference Desk or call.
B.  Evaluation Criteria (25 minutes)

Student will divide into groups of 4 students each. Point the students to our new Webpage on evaluating sources.  Discuss briefly the different criteria: quality, authority, currency, coverage, and objectivity.  Distribute the sources and the accompanying cards that direct them to the specific criteria they are to examine (in the interest of time)

Students will work in groups on evaluation of their group’s source (book, article, etc.) and report back to the large group.

Stress that using reviewed sources, comparing the information they find to similar information on the same topic, and corroborating information are three useful strategies for ensuring the quality of the information they find.  (For more about this, see “Chucking the Checklist: A Contextual Approach to Teaching Undergraduates Web-Site Evaluation” by Marc Meola in portal: Libraries and the Academy, 2004, 4(3), pp. 331-344.)
C.  Types of sources? (15 minutes)

Now using their source, the groups will answer the following questions.  One person should take notes…
Guiding Questions:

What would be two advantages of using this type of source (think about things like timeliness, depth of coverage of topic, readability, etc.)

What types of projects (or subject areas) would this source likely be used for?

How reliable would the information in this source be?

Is this a primary source or a secondary source?

Who is the audience for this source?

Who might the authors be for this type of source?

As best you know, what is the process by which this information source gets published?  

[You can choose to have the students do Part B first or reverse the order. I just thought that this way might work a little better than last semester.]

Although Part C is on our Teaching Guide, we rarely have time to get this far because the majority of these classes are 50 minutes and Part B takes more than the 25 minutes prescribed because of the group presentations.





This is our teaching guide for the Evaluation of Information class.                 








LOEX 2009/ Reynolds & Johnson/University of Louisville/

Wikipedia, iPods, and Chickens: an Active Learning Exercise to Teach Evaluation of Information


