




Taming the Research Paper
by
Sushmita Chatterji and Robert Matthews

The first-year college student’s approach to a research paper assignment can be similar to that of a wild bucking horse loose in a pasture. Therefore librarians and classroom faculty members, on the other side of the fence, must corral these wild horses.  During this experiential workshop, Hudson Valley Community College “horse whisperers,” Robert Matthews from the Marvin Library and Sushmita Chatterji from the English Department, will demonstrate successful partnership techniques developed to assist students in taming these mustangs.

I.	Introduction

II.  	Free Association/Key Word Exercise

III.	The Collaborative  (Where we are.)
A. The Research Paper Topic
B. The Search Statement
C. Benefits 

  IV.	Free Association/Key Word Exercise Encore

   V.	Intersections (How we began.)
		A.  A Disconnect
		B.  Testing the Waters
		C.  Meeting of the Minds
		D.  Collaboration 

VI.	Possibilities/How to Start Your Own  (handout)






How to Start Your Own 


Step 1:
1. Consider the course content 
0. Lectures
0. Assignments and other learning activities 
1. In-class
1. Projects

Step 2:
1. Identify one activity 
1. Goal: Foster in-depth learning of a particular topic
0. Goal: Requires library research
0. Examples: 
1. Annotated bibliography
1. Oral presentation
1. PowerPoint presentation
1. Business plan
1. Design a building, machine
1. Evaluate a building’s form 

Step 3:
1. Contact Librarian
1. Liaison

Step 4
1. Collaboration


                    


