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1.  Start with a question

The information finding process generally starts with a question or a research topic. For example, say you were interested in learning about the effects of sibling birth order on personality.  

A. Write down the question or topic you will be researching for this course.

B. What keywords would you use to search for information on your topic?

2.  Consider who might have the answers?
Now that you have a question, consider what individuals and groups might be interested in your question.

3.  Describe scholarly and popular sources

In front of you are examples of scholarly and popular information sources  

A. Separate the sources into two groups: one group of scholarly sources and one group of popular sources.
B. List with 2 reasons why you would use popular sources to support your research paper. 

C. List with 2 reasons why you would use scholarly sources to support your research paper.
4.
Find books that address your question 

A. Click on the “Catalog” link at the top of the Palomar Library website 

B. Search for books about the question/topic you listed for #1

C. What search terms did you use at first? Did you use additional or other search terms to get better search results?

D. Click on the “details” for a book on your topic and explain how to determine where the book is located and if it is available

5.   Find articles that address your question
A. Click on the “Articles” link at the top of the Palomar Library Website

B. Select the Academic Search Premier (EBSCO) database


C. Search for articles about the question/topic you listed for #1

D. What search terms did you use at first? Did you use additional or other search terms to get better search results?

E. Describe the types of articles you found in Academic Search Premier. Are they from newspapers, magazines, etc.?
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6. Select other useful databases for your topic

Click on the “Articles” link at the top of the Palomar Library website.  Review the databases listed and write down those databases that might have information on your topic.

7.   Find articles that address your question
A. Click on the “Articles” link at the top of the Palomar Library website

B. Select a database that might have information on your topic: ________________________ 

C. Search for articles about the question/topic you listed for #1

D. What search terms did you use at first? Did you use additional or other search terms to get better search results?

E. Describe the types of articles you found in the database. Are they from newspapers, magazines, etc.?
8. Find scholarly sources using Google Scholar

A. Go to scholar.google.com and search for information about question
B. What types of sources did you find?

C. Demonstrate how to find out if an article is available at the Palomar College Library. Hint: Look for a link to “Full-text at Palomar”

D. From the Google Scholar home page, use the “Scholar preferences” link to automatically link to articles available at the Palomar College Library

9. Evaluate what you find

A. Do a Google search on the question/topic you listed for #1
B. Select a website that seems to have answers to your question

C. Evaluate the quality of the information presented on the website using the guidelines below

D. Be prepared to share your evaluation of the site with the rest of the class

When evaluating a source, consider the following:

1. Who is responsible for publishing the source?

2. What are the qualifications of the author?

3. What is the main idea of the source? 

4. What types of research methods were used?

5. Is it important that the information be current?

10. For help citing your sources in MLA format, try KnightCite http://www.calvin.edu/library/knightc
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