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Abstract

When librarians teach students how to conduct research, we need to use language which reflects how faculty conducts research.  Faculty do not research topics, instead they are researching problems and questions.  Students are often confused about how to apply the research skills they already have to academic research.  Generally, they are unsure about how to get started when faced with a large topic.  Instead of focusing on a topic, they should be focusing on a particular problem.  Using problem-based learning as a teaching method allows librarians to model and instruct students on how research is done.


Name:

Composition 132: Library Research
Research Problem:

With the increased reliance on standardized tests to measure academic achievement, everyone needs to be assured that the tests do not have any bias.  Is there a difference between the way the genders are taught and take tests?  Could these differences create an inherent bias in standardized tests?
What information will you need to solve this research problem?

Where do you think you will find this information?

Search strategy, what keywords and phrases will you use to search for information?
Between now and when you come to the Library work through the Bulldogs Basic Skills tutorial at http://www.tlu.edu/library_bbs_main. 

Name:

Composition 132: Library Research Part 2

Using your search strategy suggestions from part 1, explore to following sources to see if you can find appropriate information resources to answer your research problem.

Library Catalog

Academic Search Complete

Lexis-Nexis Academic Universe

These resources are available on the Library homepage: http://www.tlu.edu/library.   Academic Search Complete and Lexis-Nexis are available by following the “Database Link.”

What keyword(s) or search phrase did you start with?

Does your search strategy provide you with good results?  What criteria are you using to judge your results?

What type of resources are you finding with:


Library Catalog:


Academic Search Complete:


Lexis-Nexis:

Will these allow you to answer your research problem?

Why or why not?

Do you need to adjust your search strategy?

Why or why not?

What additional information do you think you will need to answer your research problem?
