


Book: Enough : Staying Human in an Engineered Age  by Bill McKibben.  New York : Times Books, 2003.
Note: the book is about bioengineering of human genetics
1. Authority: Use “Who’s Who” (Linked from Evaluation webpage) to see author qualifications and use Minerva to find out other books author has written.
2. Quality: Find reviews in Book Review Digest database.  Read a bit of the reviews that are full-text.  Are these positive reviews or negative reviews?  Which ones carry the most weight for you and why?
3. Currency: What is the publication date of the book?  Is that important for this topic?  Why or why not?
4. Corroboration: Look on page 42 at the statement “the National Bioethics Advisory Commission ruled in 1997 that such work “is not safe to use in humans at this time.”  Find where this quote came from and write down the citation.  Now go to the library home page and see if the library has a print or electronic subscription to the source of the quote.
Scholarly journal article: “The iPod phenomenon: identifying a market leader's secrets through qualitative marketing research” by Alexander Reppel, Isabelle Szmigin, and Thorsten Gruber. Journal of Product and Brand Management, 2006, v. 15, pp. 239-249.

1. Authority: Look at the section titled “About the Authors” on page 248.  What information can you find out about the authors?  Use Google to try to verify this information and/or find updated information.

2. Quality: Look up the journal name in the Ulrich’s Periodicals Directory database (see Databases link on main library web page).  Take note of the information listed in the “Description” of the journal.

3. On page 240, you see a reference that indicates that reflective design “considers the rationalization and intellectualization of a product.” (see middle of the first column).  Does UofL have the book that this quote comes from?  Do we have any other books by this author?

4. Currency: Find the date of the article.  Would this be important for this topic?

5. Go to the Business Source Premier database (see Databases link on main library web page) and look for other articles by Alexander E. Reppel. (Be sure to type his last name in first). What else has he written?

6. Stay in Business Source Premier and try a search on digital music players.  Compare the results you get by choosing “Academic Journals” with the results you get by choosing “Magazines.”  What are some of the differences in the two types of articles?
 Web pages
http://www.chickenindustry.com/   AND http://www.tyson.com/
1. Authority: Write down the names of the organizations behind each of the websites.

2. Objectivity: What is the bias of each of these groups?

2a. Use Hoover’s Company Records database (click on the link to Databases from the main library webpage Research section) to look up the company behind the second website.  What is the amount of total sales for this company from the most recent year listed?  (Hint: the number is in thousands of millions of dollars!) 

2b. For the first website, look on the website and find their “COK homepage” link.  Visit this page and write down the purpose of this organization.

3. Corroboration: For the first website, take a look at the Broiler Industry Report (link on left nav bar).  In the section on Confinement, find footnote #37.  Click on the link to that footnote and check to see if UofL subscribes to any of the journals listed there. If so, write down the one that you could find to read and see if this is an accurate statement.

For the second website, look at http://www.tyson.com/Corporate/AboutTyson/LiveProduction/Chicken.aspx.  What claims does Tyson make?  How would you go about verifying or corroborating the claims that are made here?
4. Quality: Look for articles in reputable academic journals about the chicken industry (use Ebsco Academic or ProQuest Direct databases).  How many do you find?  Write down the citation for one that looks promising.

Wikipedia & Literature Online: Alice Walker
1. Authority: Before searching Wikipedia for an article, look at the section in the left sidebar and click on About Wikipedia.  Read the first three paragraphs, and then list 2 problems with relying on Wikipedia for information.

2. Now look for the article about the author Alice Walker.  As you scan through this article, write down one point that you would want to verify with another source for accuracy.  Also note how much information relates to her books.

3. Corroboration: Now look at the end of the article.  Look at the “Works About Alice Walker” section or the References section.  Look for each of the books listed in these sections in UofL’s online catalog Minerva.  Could you check these out from UofL?

4. Coverage: Now go to the Databases link from the Research section of the UofL Libraries Web page.  Find the database called Literature Online.  Look up Alice Walker.  Click on the link under Authors (1 result) that is the biographical article about Alice Walker. Write down at least 2 differences you find between this biography and the Wikipedia biography.  Which one would be the more reliable one to use in your research? Which one has more information about her books?

Magazine article: “John Edwards Will Give You Free Health” by William F. Buckley Jr., National Review, April 30, 2007 (59:7), p. 58. AND “Single-Payer: Good for Business” by Morton Mintz, The Nation, November 15, 2004, (279:16), pp. 18-24.
1. Authority: Look up the authors in Who’s Who on the Web [To get to this database, go to http://library.louisville.edu and click on the Databases link].   Write down the occupations of each of the article authors.  Now scan their biographical data for clues to their perspectives and write down anything you find.  

2. Objectivity: Look up the magazine names (The Nation and National Review) in Magazines for Libraries.  What is the bias of each?
3. Currency: What is the date of the article.  Would this be important for this topic?  Why or why not?

4. Look in the Ebsco Academic database for other articles about health care.  Do you see any other articles that you could use for comparison or corroboration of the claims these authors assert?

5. Using all of your above information, what conclusions would you come to about using these articles in your paper or speech?
Newspaper article: “Family Waits, Now Alone, for a Missing Soldier” by Jayson Blair, New York Times, April 26, 2003, p. A1 AND Hernandez, M. (2003, April 13) Texas soldier: Valley mom awaits news of MIA son. San Antonio Express-News, 1A [2nd article for Question #4].
1. Quality: Look up the newspaper in Magazines for Libraries (Use the title index in the back of the book to locate the name of the publication and the entry number).  

2. Currency: Date of article?  Would this be important for this topic?  Why or why not?

3. Authority: Search ProQuest Direct database with author’s name for other articles author has written.  Look at the “suggested topics” box after you do a search for “Jayson Bair”.  Click on the link to Jayson Blair and Journalistic Ethics. Scan the headlines of the articles that come up.  Is there a theme?)

4. Now ask the librarian for article #2 and read it.  What do you think about Blair?

These are the hint cards for the students. Each group receives one card to work on.
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