









	
	Authority
	Quality
	   Currency
	  Objectivity        
	            Coverage and Corroboration

	Book: Enough: staying human in an engineered age  by (Bill) McKibben
	Find author qualifications in Who’s Who?  Also see how many more books he’s written in Minerva
	Find reviews in Book Review Digest
	Find publication date of book
	
	

	Students should notice: McKibben went to Harvard; has written a number of other books; has had several fellowships.  Citation they are to look up is from Commentary which we have electronically through Ebsco.

	Newspaper article: “Family Waits, Now Alone, for a Missing Soldier/ NYT/ Jayson Blair
	Search ProQuest Direct for other articles he’s written
	Look up in Magazines for Libraries
	Date of article
	
	

	Searching ProQuest under Blair’s name reveals articles dealing with the plagiarism scandal he was involved with.  Cautionary tale that even the most well-respected sources can have problems. Students can judge the plagiarism charge by comparing Blair’s article to the 2nd article from the San-Antonio paper.

	Magazine article: “John Edwards Will Give You Free Health” by William F. Buckley Jr. and “Single-Payer: Good for Business” by Morton Mintz
	Look in Who’s Who for author qualifications
	
	Date of article
	Look up in Magazines for Libraries; 
	Search for other articles on the topic from the Ebsco Academic database.

	Who’s Who notes that Buckley is a Republican and a prolific writer.  Other writer is a Washington Post journalist and also a writer of books.  The Nation has a liberal bias; National Review has a conservative bias.

	Scholarly journal article: “The iPod phenomenon: identifying a market leader’s secrets through qualitative marketing research” in Journal of Product and Brand Management
	Use Google to find information on the authors
	Look up in Ulrichs indicates it is peer-reviewed 
	Date of article
	Double-blind peer-review process
	

	Some of the author bio data has changed since the article was written; we do have the book that it references in Minerva; it is a scholarly article; according to journal website it is double-blind refereed; executive summary at the end is interesting as it is unusual for scholarly articles to have this.

	Web pages

http://www.chickenindustry.com/ 

http://www.tyson.com/


	Look for info about the group
	Look for articles in reputable journals about the issue.
	Find updated date
	Recognize the bias of each group
	

	One page is sponsored by Compassion over Killing (COK), an animal-rights/vegetarian promotion organization and the other is the giant food company Tyson.  Each has a bias, but the COK website does provide a report complete with bibliography of scholarly sources.  We’re not trying to persuade students that one website is better than the other, but simply that they would need to recognize the inherent bias of each organization and find corroboration of any claims made on each site.

	Wikipedia article on Alice Walker compared to Literature Online database biography
	Many “unnamed” authors vs. signed article with one author
	
	Date of last update/ date of LION article
	
	Brainstorm where more  information could be found.

	Wikipedia articles can be edited by anyone (might want to show the edit this article tab to the class); newer articles in Wikipedia tend to be less reliable than older articles because they have had a chance to be edited.  The Wikipedia article about Alice Walker is somewhat random and brief (for example it talks about Reggie Watts being her second cousin and her love affair with Tracy Chapman but does not include much if any commentary on her works.  The material in the libraries Literature Online is much more extensive about her work. (I realize that this really isn’t a fair comparison—a general encyclopedia and a specialized source, but the idea is to encourage students to think about moving beyond the free web resources.
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